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The Senate met at 8:20 p.m. and was appoint the Honorable MARK BEGICH, a Sen- Madam Speaker, Vice President

called to order by the Honorable MARK
BEGICH, a Senator from the State of
Alaska.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, whose mercies cannot be num-
bered, accept our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving to You. As we prepare to
hear the President speak to the Nation,
inspire our lawmakers with Your good-
ness and truth that they may not be-
come overwhelmed by the vast difficul-
ties confronting our land.

Lord, reveal Your supernatural guid-
ance and power so that they will not be
detoured from the path of integrity.
May their perplexities compel them to
seek You and Your limitless grace.
May intimate communion with You al-
ways be the source of ethical conduct
in our leadership.

We pray in Your
Amen.

merciful name.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK BEGICH led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S . SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 27, 2010.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

ator from the State of Alaska, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. BEGICH thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

————

JOINT SESSION OF THE TWO
HOUSES—ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will now proceed as a body to
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives to hear the address by the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Thereupon, the Senate, preceded by
the Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Drew
Willison, The Secretary of the Senate,
Nancy Erickson, and the Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, JOSEPH R.
BIDEN, Jr., proceeded to the Hall of the
House of Representatives to hear the
address by the President of the United
States Barack H. Obama.

(The address delivered by the Presi-
dent of the United States to the joint
session of the two Houses of Congress
is printed in the proceedings of the
House of Representatives in today’s
RECORD.)

————

REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE
UNION DELIVERED TO A JOINT
SESSION OF CONGRESS ON JANU-
ARY 27, 2010—PM 42
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message

from the President of the TUnited

States which was ordered to lie on the

table:

To the Congress of the United States:

BIDEN, Members of Congress, distin-
guished guests, and fellow Americans:

Our Constitution declares that from
time to time, the President shall give
to Congress information about the
state of our Union. For 220 years, our
leaders have fulfilled this duty. They
have done so during periods of pros-
perity and tranquility. And they have
done so in the midst of war and depres-
sion; at moments of great strife and
great struggle.

It’s tempting to look back on these
moments and assume that our progress
was inevitable—that America was al-
ways destined to succeed. But when the
Union was turned back at Bull Run and
the Allies first landed at Omaha Beach,
victory was very much in doubt. When
the market crashed on Black Tuesday
and civil rights marchers were beaten
on Bloody Sunday, the future was any-
thing but certain. These were times
that tested the courage of our convic-
tions, and the strength of our Union.
And despite all our divisions and dis-
agreements; our hesitations and our
fears; America prevailed because we
chose to move forward as one Nation,
and one people.

Again, we are tested. And again, we
must answer history’s call.

One year ago, I took office amid two
wars, an economy rocked by severe re-
cession, a financial system on the
verge of collapse, and a Government
deeply in debt. Experts from across the
political spectrum warned that if we
did not act, we might face a second de-
pression. So we acted—immediately
and aggressively. And 1 year later, the
worst of the storm has passed.

But the devastation remains. One in
ten Americans still cannot find work.
Many businesses have shuttered. Home
values have declined. Small towns and
rural communities have been hit espe-
cially hard. For those who had already
known poverty, life became that much
harder.

This recession has also compounded
the burdens that America’s families

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

5263



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-12T09:56:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




